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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Congregational responses printed in bold.
An asterisk invites all to rise in body or in spirit.

Liturgy source: Worship Ways

We are sharing worship live on zoom this morning.

GATHERING MUSIC LEAH MILTON

WELCOME REV. COURTNEY CHANDLER

PRELUDE Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Felix Mendelssohn, arr. Mark Hayes

*CALL TO WORSHIP

O sing to the Lord a new song,

For the true light has come into the world!
Break forth into singing,

For in Christ is life!

The Word has become flesh and lives among us,
And we have seen God’s glory, full of grace
and truth!

*HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Christ, reflection of God’s glory, let this be a
day that changes us. Let this be a day that
challenges us to live as those you have blessed.
Let this be a day that we find not only
forgiveness, but a new way forward. Renew your
call to us. Save us, forgive us, and inspire us to
allow our lives to be filled with your presence.



*WORDS OF GRACE AND PASSING THE PEACE

We celebrate God’s steadfast love on this day. No matter what we do, no matter what we
neglect to do, that love never changes, and we are forgiven!
Thank God for peace! Thank God for Good news! Thank God for redemption!

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Spirit, to Jesus Christ, to the Eternal One.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

Advent, the season for preparation is over.
Our waiting is finished.
Now is a time of fulfillment and celebration.

We give thanks for the light!

We light a candle of hope: hope for ourselves, and for God’s beloved world.
We light a candle of peace: peace in our hearts, and on earth.

We light a candle of joy: joy to the world, and within our whole being.

We light a candle of love: the promise of God’s love for us, and all creation.
And now the hour has come and the season is fulfilled.

We light the Christ candle, the light of the world, the light of all possibility. Amen.

RESPONSE
Come, listen, the sounds of God with us ring clear,
and signs of a cross in the distance appear.
The word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near.

One candle is lit for the Christ birthday here.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

All children are welcome to come forward for a message on the chancel steps. A nursery room is available on

the lower level. Children of all ages are also welcome to remain in worship.

BLESSING THE CHILDREN
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping,
whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.



SCRIPTURE John 1:1-14
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God, Amen.

MESSAGE REV. COURTNEY CHANDLER
HYMN The First Noel
JOYS & CONCERNS Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Because we are worshiping on-line, it's a good idea to use first names
only during prayer requests. Please hold the microphone

directly in front of your mouth so that all on-line may hear you.

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD'S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth;
long lay the world in sin and error pining, till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine! O night when Christ was born!
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

INVITATION TO GIVE

We gather a collection to support the work of this congregation, the United Church of Christ,
and to offer care for our neighbors near and far. The collection plates are located at both sanctuary

entrances, and we also receive donations in the mail and through tithe.ly and myEoffering.

OFFERTORY Gloria! To The Lord, Our God John Ylvisaker
*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all Creatures here below.

Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God, we cannot begin to thank you enough for the many gifts you have given to us, especially the
gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. May we remember to always give thanks and praise as we give back
a portion of what you have done for us. Please accept these gifts and use them so that Christ’s love
and light may shine through us for all to see. Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

Drink trays contain both juice and wine.

Juice is in the center ring; wine in the outer rings.

INVITATION

May the God of Christmas be with you.

And also with you.

Let us open our hearts to the One

who would clothe them in garments of love and service.

We offer our hearts to be swaddled in compassion, kindness, and humility.
Join in singing glad songs of praise to our God.

With our lips and with our hearts, we offer thanksgiving to God.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

We sing a new song to you, Lord. Through this bread and cup we receive your joy. All
of creation praises you, joining with glad voices to share the good news of Christ’s
saving birth. We give thanks for the Word you first sang, Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN Joy to the World
*BENEDICTION
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain)

POSTLUDE




