ORDER OF WORSHIP

Congregational responses printed in bold.
An asterisk invites all to rise in body or in spirit.

We are sharing worship live on zoom this morning.

SPECIAL MUSIC Love Came Down at Christmas

U N I T E D Words and Music by Roger Copeland, arr. John Wilson

Vocals: Jeff Stewart, Guitar: Gary Kratz, Flute: Jean Eckrich

C H U RC H O F WELCOME REV. COURTNEY CHANDLER
PRELUDE All the Earth Rejoices

George Frederick Handel, arr. by Mark Hayes

C H R I S T *CALL TO WORSHIP

In the holy darkness of this night,
May you find among us the Amid labor pains and newborn cries,

Angel songs and tremors of ear,

love of God, the example of Christ,

Tears of relief and looks of amazement,

and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Our Savior takes his first breath.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel has come to us.

*
DECEMBER 24, 2025 HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE *PRAYER

Emmanuel, you have given us a gift that we can
never deserve. You do not ask us to be worthy.
You do not ask us to earn your love. Yet the ways
we have fallen short threaten to overtake us. But
we know we can come to you, even on this holiest
of nights, to seek the forgiveness you offer so
freely, grateful for your mercy.
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WORDS OF GRACE & PASSING THE PEACE
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to us all! With Christ’s birth comes
forgiveness and redemption.

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

No pressure to shake hands, feel free to share a smile or a peace sign if you prefer to keep social distance.

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Spirit, to Jesus Christ, to the Eternal One.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE DON & EILEEN MIGNERONE
Advent, the season of preparing, is nearly over.

Our waiting is nearly finished.

Now is a time of fulfillment and celebration.

In the darkness of night, we give thanks for light.

We light a candle of hope: hope for ourselves, and for God’s beloved world.

We light a candle of peace: peace in our hearts, and on earth.

We light a candle of joy: joy to the world, and within our whole being.

We light a candle of love: the promise of God’s love for us, and for all creation.

And now the hour has come and the season is fulfilled.

We light the Christ candle, the light of the world, the light of all possibility. Amen.

RESPONSE
Come, listen, the sounds of God with us ring clear,
and signs of a cross in the distance appear.
The word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near.
One candle is lit for the Christ birthday here.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
All children are welcome to come forward for a message on the chancel steps. A nursery room is available on

the lower level. Children of all ages are also welcome to remain in worship.

BLESSING THE CHILDREN
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping,

whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.



LESSONS AND CAROLS INSERT

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER RESPONSE
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth;
long lay the world in sin and error pining, till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine! O night when Christ was born!
O night divine! O night, O night divine!
INVITATION TO GIVE

We gather a collection to support the work of this congregation, the United Church of Christ, and to offer care

for our neighbors near and far. We also receive donations in the mail and through tithe.ly and myEoffering.

OFFERTORY Hear The Angels Sing Arranged by John Ylvisaker
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all Creatures here below.

Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

We have much to be thankful for this evening, O God. Receive these tokens of our gratitude for
your love incarnate in the babe of Bethlehem. May they become God- with-us for all the world.

May they breathe a sense of wonder and joy back into a world that desperately needs it! In the love
of the Christ Child, we pray. Amen.

COMMUNION Drink trays contain both juice and wine.

God be with you. Juice is in the center ring, wine in the outer rings.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God Most High.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

God of shepherds and sheep, we give you thanks that you have gathered us here, revealed to us

your glory, and fed us with your mercy. Now send us out with good news for all-for us a child is
born: Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*HYMN Silent Night BACK PAGE

Please tip unlit candles into the flame. Hold lit candles upright. All are invited to form a circle.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE



BIRTH

Silent Night! Holy Night! 164

So they . . . found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. Lk. 2:16
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