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WELCOME!

We are thankful you are joining us for
worship today! We hope this time will be
a source of encouragement to you in the

coming week. If you would like to leave
your contact information, please
complete a Blue Visitor Card located in
the pew holders and place it in an
offering plate.

May you find among us the
love of God, the example of Christ,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

EDEN UCC
8920 EDEN AVENUE
AFFTON, MO 63123

(314) 631-8930
www.edenucc.org

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Congregational responses printed in bold.
An asterisk invites all to rise in body or in spirit.
Liturgy Resource: Worship Ways

We are sharing worship live on zoom this morning.

GATHERING MUSIC LEAH MILTON

WELCOME
PRELUDE

REV. COURTNEY CHANDLER

Of the Father's Love Begotten
arr. by Mark Hayes

*CALL TO WORSHIP CHRIS LINNENBRINGER

We gather in preparation

for good news is about to be proclaimed.

We gather in expectation, for hope, love, peace and
joy are about to rush into our lives.

We gather in celebration for we come, saying yes to
the manger, yes to love, yes to the wholeness of
God.

With preparation and in expectation, we gather.

Let us celebrate!

*HYMN
*PRAYER

Merciful God as we watch and wait for signs of

Watcher, Tell Us of the Night NCH 103

your expansive love, forgive our narrow thinking.
As we repent, we confess that we often lack the
imagination to testify to the coming light. We
lament our loss of wonder and our failure to
recognize miracles among us. Even as we hear the
witness of angels and shepherds, we confess that
we do not make haste to go and see the Christ.
Forgive our apathy and small-mindedness. When
the wait is over and all is finished, open our minds
to recognize the strength and wisdom of Christ,

God with us. Amen.



*WORDS OF GRACE AND PASSING THE PEACE

Hear the good news! God loves each of us so much that God sent Christ to live among us
and to die for us so that our old ways may die with him and we may be raised to new life
through him. We are forgiven and set free, for there is nothing, absolutely nothing, that can

separate us from the love of God.

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

No pressure to shake hands, feel free to share a smile or a peace sign if you prefer to keep social distance.

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Spirit, to Jesus Christ, to the Eternal One.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE RANDY & KATHY HECKMAN
Isaiah spoke to a people called chosen, to a tribe called Israel, with a light of hope.
Gabriel came to a town called Nazareth, to a girl called Mary, with a light of joy.
Mary went to a place called Bethlehem, to a stable called a nursery, with a light of love.
As we light our fourth Advent candle,
We rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh.
Come now, O Child of Mary.
Come now, O Prince of Love.
RESPONSE One Candle is Lit (Verse 4)

Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play,

where evil is banished and faith takes the day,

a babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes.

One candle is lit for God’s loving surprise.

CHORAL ANTHEM Come, Messiah Words and Music by Lloyd Larson

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

All children are welcome to come forward for a message on the chancel steps. After the message the children and
leaders exit the sanctuary for Sunday School on the lower level. Children of all ages are also welcome to remain

in worship.

BLESSING THE CHILDREN

You’re a child of the water, child of the word, guided by promise and stories you’ve heard.
God of the wounded knows you by name and carries you home ev’ry day.



SCRIPTURE Matthew 1:18-25
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE REV. COURTNEY CHANDLER
*HYMN In the Bleak Midwinter NCH 128
JOYS & CONCERNS Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Because we are broadcasting on zoom, it's a good idea to use first names only during prayer

requests. Please hold the microphone directly in front of your mouth so that all may hear you.

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD'S PRAYER

Many of us grew up saying debts & debtors. Some of us say trespasses or sins. We invite you to use the words

that come from your heart.

PRAYER RESPONSE
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

We gather a collection to support the work of this congregation, the United Church of Christ, and to offer care

for our neighbors near and far. We also receive donations in the mail, through tithe.ly and MyEoffering.

OFFERTORY Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old Sydney Carter
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all Creatures here below.

Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of all the earth and of the universe, although our offerings are sums of substance, we
ourselves are the gifts you desire. Unfold our hopes, open us up to service, use us well.
Magnify our giving as we rejoice in your gracious presence among us. In the name of the one
who was born Immanuel. Amen.

*HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn NCH 107

*BENEDICTION

I bless you in the name of the Lord; I bless you in the name of the Lord.
As we leave this place, I offer this grace and bless you in the name of the Lord.

POSTLUDE



EDEN CHURCH PRAYER LIST For additions please contact the church office.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MEMBERS WITH CONCERNS

Kathy Waites, Ellen Kratz, Becca Hertel, Gary Kratz, Kathy Heckman, Karen Avret,
John Wyatt, Sharon Gebhardt

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Educators
Judy, Jerry’s sister, is in hospice.
Elise, Bert’s sister, is in hospice.

Barb & Jim medial issues

PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD WE SHARE

Brown College shooting victims

Australia victims
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Andy Kruzcyk, Air Force, stepson of Steve Buritsch

Jesus Garza, Marines, son of Maribel Perez

Jason Lee, Air Force, grandson of Don & Marlene Dempsey

Rosa Prewitt, Army National Guard, granddaughter of Trudy Prewitt

GOD BLESS THOSE SERVING TODAY 12/2] GOD BLESS THOSE SERVING NEXT SUNDAY 12/28
Greeters: Carol & Duane K. Greeters: Amy & Tim H.

Liturgist: Chris L. Liturgist: Bill S.

Counters: Tammy K & Marcia A. Counters: Sharon M. & Marsha M.

Closer: Marilynne W. Closer: Marilynne W.

Sunday School: Lynsey W. & Tammy K. Coffee Hour: Margie K. & Marilynne W.

Coffee Hour: Doug & Marilyn C. Nursery: Nettie Z.

Nursery: Jan S. Acolyte: Grayson L.

Acolyte: Rose S. Usher: Tammy K, Bert N, Jerry A, Eileen M

Usher: Amy H, Marilynne W, Kathy H, Don M. A/V Crew: Gary/Steve
A/V Crew: Susan S.
Youth Discussion Group: Dan C. & Marlene W.

CHURCH CALENDAR

12/22 Monday Office hours 1:00-3:00 pm; Kokondo 7 pm
12/23 Tuesday Office hours 9:30 am- 1:00 pm

12/24 Wednesday Christmas Eve Service 5 pm

12/25 Thursday Christmas Day Service 10:30 am

12/26 Friday Office Closed

12/27 Saturday

12/28 Sunday Worship 10:30 am





